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KM YHEN we bear of any place diflin- 
\ guifbed for its people or productions, 
which a few years ago was uncultivated, un- 
inhabited, and unknown; we are naturally 
led to enquire, how the difcovery of it was 
made, and by what fiages it has arrived at 
its prefent fiate of perfection and importance. 
Nor is this inquiry an effect of meer curtofity, 
but isin part prompted by an infeparable in- 
tereft in the welfare of mankind, which the 
acceffion of new territory i generally believ ed 
to promote, as immediately fubjifiing indivi- 
duals, and confequentially extending commerce, 
learning, manners, and the mutual intercourfe 


of kind offices. 


Tue accounts of all i important difcoveries 
gratify this curiofity, and this benevolence : 
but among thefe there are a few that go fill 
farther, and by their peculiar circumflances 
excite that fpectes of wonder, and produce 
thofe effects upon the paffions, from which a 
romance derives its power to pleafe, even at 
the expence of truth, The danger and diffi- 


culties 
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culties of a great enterprize, the motives for 
engaging in it, and the prudence, fortitude, 
and refolution, with which it 1s conducted, 
afford a pleafing example of the power of per- 
(everance, the fuccefs of human wifdom, and 
human virtue, when properly applied and 
exerted, 


Or this kind is the difcovery of MADEI- 
RA; which, for the incidents that produced 
it, the difficulties that obfirudled the progrefs 
of the undertaking, and the fpirit and con- 
Gancy with which it was at length accom- 
plifeed, is eminent above every other that 
biftory has afforded us. And the relation of 
it becomes peculiarly interefling to an Engh/b- 
man, as an Enghfboman was the firft difco- 
verer, tho’ by accident and misfortune ; and 
remotely the fecond, fince the Portugueze en- 
gaged in the expedition, folely upon the know- 
lege which they bad obtained of that event. 


Some /oofe and general accounts of this 
difcovery have already been offered to the pub- 
lic: but many of them have a fludied air of 
romance and fable, which, in the judgment of 
fuperficial and carelefs readers, defiroys the 
credibility of the ftory , and the refi, tho’ they 
bave the plainnefs of a narrative, are written - 

— with 


PREFACE. iil 
with a profeffed fufpicion of the truth of the 
facts, and with formal objettions againft 
them. 


Tus writers of the firft may, perbaps, 
plead the turn and fpirit of the Portugueze 
original, which, if admitted to be faulty in 
this refpect, foould, therefore, have been cor 
rected, and the ftile reduced, rather than 
‘heightened. But tho’ they have fallen far 
beneath the true fpirit of this original, and 
have not been able to preferve the lofty man- 
ner in which it defcribes the 1mportant events, 
yet, by an impotent endeavour to imitate beau- 
ties which they but imperfectly difcovered, 
they have given an air of extravagance and 
fiction to the moft trivial occurrences, The 
original, however, tho’ it be allowed to want 
fimplicity, cannot juftly be fufpected as a 
relation of facts; becaufe facts can neither 
lofe or acquire much by the pomp of the de- 
fcription.. That the Portugueze difcovered 
Maperra, is a general truth, for which 
there are more evidences than this kiftory ; 
aud that this hiftory contains a faithful rela- 
tion of the particular manner of the difco- 
wery, is clearly attefted by the records of the 
ation. 
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Bot there are * formal objections to the 


authenticity of this relation, which may be 


frated thus. 
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« Firft, Francisco ALCAFORADO, e- 
fquire to Don Henry infant of Portugal, 
and a voluntier in the expedition to Ma- 
DEIRA, wrote a complete relation of the 


_difcovery of that ifland, which was after- 


wards publifhed by Don Francisco 
MANOEL. But there are certain cit- 
cumftances in this relation, which do not 
quadrate with the time of the author; 
and prove, either that it is not genuine, 
or that it has been interpolated: fuch as, 
the taking notice of the invention of the 
aftrolabe, and other inftruments ufed in 
failing, page 25; Funchal being men- 
tioned as formerly. the metropolis of the 
weftern iflands in fpiritualities, page 37; 
the name of Agravados given to the Ara- 
bian Sea, page 39; the title of marquifs, 
faid to have been hitherto enjoyed by 
GonsaLvo’s heirs, page 42; and the 
confutation of De Barros’s affertion,. that 
GoNsALVo fet fire to the woods of Ma- 
DEIRA, page 44: all which circum. 

| “¢ {tances 


* Notes to the collection of voyages in 4 vols Ato, printed 


fer I. Aftley. vol, 1. page 566-572. 


PREFACE. Vv 
ftances refer to a time long after Anca- 
FORADO, and, therefore, cannot be a 
part of his genuine relation.” 


“< Secondly, Morares is faid to be a 
prifoner in Morocco, when the compa-~ 
nions of Macuin were driven thither, 
page 18: and as Macurn’s arrival at 
Mavpetrra is fuppofed to be in the reign 
of Edward the third, who died in 1378, 
Morarrs muft have been a prifoner 
more than forty two years, when he was 


met by GonsaLvo, in his return from 


captivity, in 1420, ‘page 22: which is 
not only highly improbable, but contrary 
to the fenfe of the hiftorian, who fup- 
pofes but a fhort {pace of time to have 
elapfed’ between both events, And this 
1s an objection to the truth of the hiftory.”’ 


Tue refutation of the firft objettion is fhort. 


Lt proceeds wholly upon a miftake with regard 
to the real author of the biftory, whom the 
objector fuppofes to be Aucarorapo. But 


this 1s fo far from being afferted, or even im- 


plied, in any part of the biftory, that the con= 
trary ts declared in plain terms; for the wri- 
ter, taking occafion at the mention of Arca~ 
| FORADO, fo aeknowledge bis obligations to 
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him, fays, that to this gentleman he was in- 
debted for the materials of his account, page 
24. And the firucture of the whole narra- 
tive is fuch as obviates all pofible mifiake in 
this refpect, and leaves not the fhadow of a 
difficulty about the oppofition of time and fact. 
But compilers of voyages would be buryed un 
der the works of otbers,which they fo indufiri~ 
oufly heap together, uf they did not appear fome= 
times in a note, and by a happy obfervation 
convince the reader, not of their exiftence only 
but their importance, 


Tue cafe of the writer of the hiftory before 
us is evidently this: ALCAFORADO kept a@ 
journal of the whole expedition, which .was 
prefented to the infant Don Henry, and af- 
terwards enlarged by the addition of minutes 
of all the tranfactions that immediately fuc 
ceeded their réturn to Lisbon, and of Gon- 
saLvo’s fecond voyage to MADEIRA, when he 


went to eftabli(h a colony there: and thefe pa- 


pers were carefully preferved by the INFANT, 


as the original and circumfantial records of an 
event in which he was deeply interefted. But 
no ufe was made of them for public information, 
till about two hundred years after; when Don 
Francisco MANnogL having acquired. the 
poffefion of them, was induced to ufe them as 

the 


BRR Pray CE. vii 
ihe flamina of a biftory of this difcovery ; and 
without injuring bis materials, he might 
jufily incorporate any remark or illujtration 
of his own, and particularly the obfervations 
which are made the foundation of this objec= 
tion. Don Francisco MANoEL, then, is 
the real author of the hifiory,; and ALCAFO- 
rapo ftands in no other relation to it, than 
as the perfon who accidentally furnifbed the 
materials for compiling it: in which view, 
the firlt objection totally difappears. ' 


Tus fecond objection is plaufible: but as 
it relates to a particular circumftance very 
trifling in itfelf, and which cannot invali- 
date the general truth of the hiflory; there 
could be no caufe for making it, but the ob- 
jeétor’s vigilance to introduce bimfelf. And 
this appears to be the real cafe; for he imme- 
diately fuggefts an argument to fhew that bts 
objection has little or no weight,* MoRALES, 


if be will have it fo, might 1mpofe upon Gone 


saLvo and the INFANT, and, in order to 
ingratiate bimfelf, take advantage of their 
predominant paffion for new difcovertes, and 

| re- 


® Nor can we fee, how it is poflible to obviate this objec- 
tion, but by fuppofing, either that Morares told alye, in 
faying he had the account of the difcovery from the Englifh 
themfelves, inftead of other flaves, among whom the tradi- 
tion might have run many years after; or that ALCAFoRA- 
po, the hiftorian, miftook the report of Moraxes in this 
particular. vol. 1. p. 569. note. 


viii PREFACE, 
reprefent an event that took place feventy 
years ago, and which be only gained the know- 
ledge of by report, as a recent fatt, and 
what be was informed of by the perfons con» 
cerned. Or ALCAFORADO might be remifs 
and inaccurate in taking down the account 
which Moraes delivered: for it does not 
appear, that Don Manos was indebted to 
ALcaFoRADO for the ftory 6f Lionnt if 
the fame order and dependence of one circum 
france upon another, in. which it is bere rela 
ted; nor is it probable that fuch a minute 
detail of events, that bad no immediate con- 
nexion with the expedition, made any part of 
ALCAFORADO’s journal; but Don MAno- 
EL might have recourfe to tradition, or em- 
ploy bis own judgment and invention, for the 
smprovement of that geneual information 
which ALCAFORADO only gave him, 


Bur waving this, and allowing the difh~ 
culty its full force, it may be juftly afked, 
bow a miflake in point of time with regard 
to a fingle circumfance of {mall moment, can 
amount to an objetiion to the truth of the hif 
tory. Lt ts fufictently evident, that Manri- 
RA was difcovered by Macuin an-Englifbs 
man, in the manner here related: Galvano 
mentions the reports in the kingdom of Arré@- 


SO, 


PREFACE. | ix 
gon, about that time, in atteftation of the fact ; 
the tradition. among the inbabitants of Ma- 
DEIRA, recited by Ovington, corroborates it; 
and the teftimony of GonsALvo and bis peo- 
ple, who found the tree, the grave, and the 
infeription, place 1t beyond all doubt. It ts 
as evident alfo, that the attempt of the Por- 
tugueze to difcover MADEIRA, was made 
folely upon the information of a Spanifh pilot, 
that Macutn had difcovered it before them 
but whether his difcovery preceeded theirs fe- 
venty, or feven, or two years, is a circum- 
fiance not worth notice, as it cannot be ad~ 
jufted; and appears exceedingly trifling, when 
urged as an objection to the truth of the hifto- 
ry, which fiands yet unfhaken, fo far as re- 
gards the fact of Macuin’s difcovery, the 


attempt of the PoRTUGUEZE upon the know~ 


ledge of it, and the reality and principal cir- 
cumpances of their difcovery: and the only 
point that adnits of any degree of doubt, 1s 
the precife time of Macuin’s adventure, 
which, according to this bhiftory, happened 
probably in the year 1349, between the fur- 
render of Calais, and the great plague ; but, 
according to Galvano, iz the year 1344, 
and to Herbert in 1328. ‘ 


As this fingle circumftance of time, there- 
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fore, 1s wrapt up in fuch thick obfcurity as 
no hiftorian has yet been able to penetrate; it 
muft be left to the judgment of the reader, 
whether it 1s of confequence enough, to diffufe 
xneertainty and difcredit over other facts, 
that are confiftent in themfelves and with cack 
other, and clearly and powerfully attefted, 
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Page 18, line 17. for Jeaw, read Juan. p. 19. line g. dele 
the comma after ‘Zohn, and infert it after firff. p. 23. 1. 
25. dele the comma after order. p. 241. 0. dele the com- 
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~Y NGLAN D having obtained a fafe 
and honourable peace, under her vic~ 

torious monarch Edward the third ; 
London, the metropolis, drew together the 
young gentlemen of every province, by the 
variety of its pleafures: among whom ap- 
peared Lionet MAcuin, a younger bro- 
ther of a good family, but greatly impove- 
rifhed by the late wars. As he hada vir- 
tuous ambition, and a true fenfe of proprie- 
ty and decency of character, extravagance 


and riot were but ill fuited either to his. 


B 2 tafte 


[4] 
tafte or his views; and, in confequence of a 
deliberate Paces to preferve his honour 
free from ftain or imputation, he prefently 
withdrew himfelf from the {ports and re- 
vellings to which his companions were. de- 
voted. This regularity of condud, joined 
to the generofity of his temper, and the 
gracefulnefs of his perfon, endeared him to 
every heart, and rendered him eminent 


above every one of his age and condi- 
tion. 


Bu T he had not long enjoyed the pub- 
lic efteem, and the tranquillity of prudence 
and.virtue, before he unfortunately became 
enamoured of ARABELLA Darcy, the 
moft diftinguifhed beauty not only of the 
court but kingdom ; who, by the virtues of 
her mind, the Sab ms of her perfon, the 
dignity c of her family, and the greatnels of her 
fortune, had attracted a number of admi-_ 
rers among the principal nobility. Yet, 
notwithftanding fuch powerful obftacles to 
the fuccefs of his withes, LIONEL induftri- 
oufly cherifhed his paffion, and even ven- 
tured to make a public declaration of it ; and 
fo great was the force of his exalted merit, 
that the lady foon preferred him to all his 


rivals, 


| LS 
tivals, and profeffed her willingnefs to re- 
ceive him a§ het husband. 


AN inclination fo repugnant to the pride 
and ambition of ARABELLA’s family, could 
not fail of being difcouraged. Her father 
and mother exerted all their authority to 
fupprefs it: but finding every endeavour 
fruitlefs, they at length preferred their com- 
plaint to the king, reprefenting the difgrace 
that fuch an alliance would bring upon their 
houfe, and the great injury it fould do to 
their daughter’s fortune, as they had before 
concluded a very advantageous match for 
her, which fhe now refufed to accept: 
they, therefore, humbly befought his ma- 
jefty to interpofe his royal siathOnity, and 
fave their family from a ftain, which they 
fhould never be able to wipe off. ‘The 
king gave a'favourable ear to their petition, 
and determined that Lroner fhould be ar- 
refted, and, that, during his confinement, 
ARABELLA fhould be compelled to: marry 
the Hoblemian for whonr her father had de- 


figned her. Accordingly L1oNEL was fent 
to prifon, and the poor lady, in fpight of 


ail her reluctance, forced to take Lord * ** 


for her husband, who immediately after re- 


tired to his feat at Briftol. | 
Be LIONEL, 


{6 


LIoNnEL, at the news of. this marriage, 
was feized with the keeneft anguifh: but 
being fatisfied that ARABELLA’s affection for 

_ him could not be abated, he loft all patience 
at his reftraint, and immediately employed 
his friends to fupplicate the king for his li- 
berty ; which, as his majefty had no end 


in his confinement, but to gratify the lady’s 


parents, and fecure her marriage, they eafily 
obtained. His paflion was rendered more 
ardent by his imprifonment ; and having 
revolved in his mind, during the !atter part 
of that painful interval, various {chemes of 
revenge, and fixed upon one not lefs diffi- 
cult than bold, he was determined, now he 
had gained his liberty, to put it in execu- 
tion. ‘To this end he fecretly called toge- 
ther thofe of his friends and kinfmen, in 
whom he could repofe the greateft confi- 
dence, and addreffed them in the following 
manner. 


« You cannot but conclude, my friends, 
‘«« that the indignity I have fo lately fuffered 
“ is the caufe of my aflembling you toge- 
* ther; and 1am perfuaded, that if I were 
“ bafe enough to forget it, you have too 
‘much honour to neglect a juft revenge. 


The 


if J 


The forcitig the Lady ARABELLA toown 
an ufurped title, is furely an affliction as 
deeply felt by her as by me, and Iam 
determined to deliver her out of the power 
of the man fhe hates. The attempt, I con- 
fefs, is bold and hazardous, and I would 


_ willingly make it alone, and not expofe you 


to the dangers that attend it : but it would 
be unjuft, my worthy kinfmen, if I under- 
took fingly to revenge abufes done us all ; 
if I did not allow you to fhare in the re- 
drefs, as you fhare in the wrong; for 
tho’ I alorie am fenfible to its eed ran= 
cour, yet the difhonour of it ftains deep- 
ly our whole houfe. But were you not 
thus interefted, I would not doubt your 
concurrence : avowed enemies, who 
openly offend, aré more excufable than 
thofe fpecious friends, who, when we 


are deprefled by difficulties, withold their 


‘ affiftance ; and fhould any one of you a- 


bandon me, I would difcard him from 
my heart for ever. But of this I have 
no fufpicion. Let us, then, immediately 
prepare to execute a juft “ed noble re~ 


' venge, | , 


THIs -fpeech produced the defired ef. 


feét, and they unanimoufly bound them- 
4 felves, 


[38] 

felves, by the moft folemn engagements, to 
fhare all his fortunes: It was then refolved, 
that they fhould immediately difperfe, and 
take feveral roads to Briftol, there to con- 
trive the neceflary meafures, and watch every 
opportunity for relieving the diftreffed Ar a- 
BELLA. The neighbourhood and conve- 
niency of the fea, promifed greatly to faci- 
litate their fcheme. France was fixed upon 
asa commodious retreat, and the antipathy 
then fubfifting between that crown and 
England, offered them all the feeurity they 
could defire. They did not queftion 
their {uccefs, as it depended chiefly upon 
their courage, which was highly raifed, 
from the confideration of the many heroic 
actions that had been glorioufly atchieved, 
when love was the motive for attempting 
them. 


AFTER their arrival at Briftol, the firft 
thing concluded upon was, to introduce one 
of the company into the fervice of ARa- 
BELLA’s lord, and he was accordingly en- 
tertained by him as his groom ; in the ex- 
ercife of which office, he had the good 
fortune to have affigned to his care a beauti- 
ful horfe, which ARABELLA always 
rode, when fhe went out to take the alr, 


either 


[9] 
either in company with her husband; ot 
alone, ; for fuch was the innocence of thofe 
times, ‘that a lady’s honour was efteemed 
fufficient to proteét the conjugal rights from 
violation. 7 


Havine thus fuccefsfully completed the - 


firft ftep, the next fubject of confultation 
was the feizure of a ftrong veffel, of which 


there were many conftantly riding in the 
harbour ; and the probability of accomplith- 
ing this, was grounded on their own vigilance 
and aétivity, and the common negligence 
of the failors. “The more effeCtually to 
cover their defign, they purchafed a fhallop, 
with which they every day rowed out to 
fea, ason a party of pleafure; fo that when 
it was to take place, they would be able to 
conduct it with lefs fufpicion, both from 
the people on fhore, and thofe on board the 
veflels which rode at anchor near to that 
which they intended to make ufe of, 


ARABELLA, who had been informed of the 
fcheme, and approved it, received conftant 
intelligence of all thefe refolutions from her 
new domeftic, and regulated her meafures 
by the information. And, in a fhort time, 
all things being favourable, and the wind 
| come 


era 


[10 ] 
come about fair at north; the had notice 
that Lionex and his companions waited for 
her in the fhallop ; the therefore ordered her 
horfe to be got ready, and, attended only by 
the fictitious groom, who ferved her asa 
guide, rode directly to the place where the 
inpatient lover ftood waiting to receive her. 


Tu £ only point which they had now 
to gain, was the feizure of the veffel, and 
this they had no difficulty to accomplith, as 
the owners of that they made choice of, 
gave a farewel feaft on fhore, to which all 
the fhip’s company, except one man and a 
boy, were invited. As foon as they were all 
embarked, they loofed the fails, cut the ca- 
bles, and, the wind blowing a frefh gale, 
they f{teered directly for the coaft of France. 


TH £ eyes of love are not always blind, 
Lyone1, confidering the quality and power 
of AR Anke a3 s hufband, did not doubt 
but he would immediately engage all the 
fhips in the harbour to purfue the ravifhers 
of his wife. He, therefore, made all the fail 
he could, and, the more effectually to per-. 
plex the fearch, varied at night the courfe 
he had fteered in the day. His motions had 
all that irregularity and precipitation, which 
ufually 
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| 
I 
fer qT 
ufually attend a breach of civil juftice, and { | 
adread of its confequences; and in forty-eight i 
hours he found himfelf fafe from purfuit. u 
But the wind, which had hitherto been fa- 
vourable, grew impetuous, and feemed to } 
threaten a violent and-dangerous ftorm. I 
ARABELLA, who had found leifure for re~ ) 
flection, began to compare her former condi- Y 
tion with the prefent. But to divert the \ 
melancholy that was invading her, the came " 
for the firft time upon deck, where obfer- 
ving nothing but a tempeftuous fea, and 1 
feeling the rudenefs of a wind to which the i] 
had never before been expofed, fhe was i 
ftruck with the mifery to which fhe had . | 
reduced herfelf. And as the veflel was d 
now become the -fport of the fea and winds, | 
grief and confternation took pofleflion of |) 
every breaft. | 
me il ee 
| AFTER five days failing, withoue dif | 
covering a place of fhelter to which they . 1 
might retreat, the ftorm became fo vehe, tq 
ment, that it drove them far wide of the | He 
 coaft of France, where all their hopes were | 
centred. And now the companions of Lio- | 
NEL, having no objeét in view but their own | 
_ fafety, vented aloud their complaints at the 


unequal 


a ee 
t 


unequal treatment of fortune, who made no 
difference between the innocent and the 
guilty, but threatened them all with one 
common ruin. But Lionty had not the 
privilege of complaint to relieve his mind, 
which love, frieridfhip, and defpair; filled 
with the moft complicated diftrefs. He 
not only found his own high raifed hopes of 
happinefs threatened with fpeedy and total 
difappointment, but he confidered his brave’ 
and generous affociates, and, more than all, 
his dear ARABELLA, as the devoted prey of 
the mercilefs fea. 

Tuirty days had they continued in this 
dreadful fituation, toffing on the wide and 
boifterous ocean, and expecting death from 
every guft and every wave, when, the morn- 
ing after, the ftorm happily fubfided, and 
they imagined that they faw land. As they 
approached nearer, their confidence encrea- 
fed, and they foon difcovered a fhore, which 
appeared high, craggy, and covered with 
trees. Their joy was now as great as their 


defpair had been. Poor ARABELLA could’ 


not conceal her tranfports ; fhe hoped to 


find ample confolation for her paft diftref- | 
fes, and a manner of life in fome degree’ 
fuited 


{13 | 
fuited to the tendernefs and delicacy of her 
conftitution. 


Lronet, fearing that he might {pit again{t 
fome “sie founded with great circum, 
{peGtion, and at laft came fafely to an an- 
chor. As they could not perceive any hu- 
man creature, they conjectured that the 
place was uninhabited, and they were the 


more confirmed i in this opinion, as a great. 


number of birds, differing in fize and co- 
lour, came familiarly and perched upon the 
-mafts, yards, and fhrouds of the fhip. 
But curiofity and neceffity prompted them 
to make a clofer examination, anda few of 
the moft daring got out the boat and yen- 
tured to fhore, Upon their return they re- 
ported, that it was indeed uninhabited, but 
that the air was good, and the earth fer- 
tile. Encouraged by thisaccount, Lioner 
and ARABELLA, with their whole company, 
except a few who were left on board to 
take care of the fhip, went into the boat, 
and landed fafely upon that fhore where 
never man had fet his foot. 


As the fun rofe higher, it prefented to 
the view of our adventurers a mot beau- 
tiful country. The -hills were covered 
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with ftately trees, and the valleys abounded 
with {mall currents, and many bubbling 
fprings of pure and delicious water. Some 
diftance from the place of their landing, 


they found a beautiful level, furrounded 


with laurels and other fhady trees, whofe 


{preading branches were fo interwoven, as to 
form a delightful bower. As they had're- 


folved, after fuch a feries of hardfhips, to 


tafte the pleafures which fo fweet a country 


feemed to promife, they chofe this {pot for. 
the place of their refidence, and by feveral’ 
improvements rendered it fecure againft the 
inclemencies of the weather. And now. 


every one addrefied himfelf to fuch employ- 
ments as he was prompted to by particular, 
fancy, or the common good : fome penetra- 


ted the woods in fearch of food, othets ran- 


ged the adjacent hills for new difcoveries, 
while the reft were bufied in exchanging t ne- 
ceflaries with their friends aboard. They 


had forgot the perils of the fea, they had 


forgot even their native country, and feemed 


to enjoy here the innocent felicity of the 
purer ages of the world. y 


But the fevere fate of our fugitives 


‘did not fuffer this tranquillity to laft long; 


for on the night of the thirteenth day of 
their 


ap 
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their arrival, there blew fuch a_ horrible, 
ftorm from the north-eaft, as baffled ail the 


induftry of thofe on board, the veflel, and 


they were forced to abandon her to the fury 
of the wind and fea, For two days they ex- 
perienced the fame diftrefs from which they 
had been fo lately delivered, at the end of 


which they once more difcovered land; but, 
as the veffel was leaky, and they were. 


but unfkilful mariners, they were reduced 
to run her afhore. This. proved. the 


beginning of new forrows.,; for they had no. 
fooner landed, than they found themfelves. 


upon the coaft of Africa, in the kingdom of 


Morocco, “The Moors, who beheld this. 


fhipwreck from the mountains, defcended 
and feized upon the poor Chriftians, whom 
they dragged to the prifon of their capital 
eitees ak | 


Tue fucceeding day-light proved more 
comfortlefs to thofe on fhore, than the dark~ 
nefs or the ftorm had been terrible to thofe 
on board, No thip appeared in view, nor 
did any return after five days anxious expec 
tation ; for till then they had hoped, that 


the extremity of the weather had only driven - 
her out to fea, They faw themfelves. 


| deprived of all the means of leaving that 
sm | folitary 
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(olitary and unknown part of the world, 
their ftock of provifions was juft exhaufted, 
their apparel could not laft long, and they 
muft foon be reduced to depend upon the 
productions of an ifland, of which they had 
no knowledge, for a covering for their bo- 
dies, and the fupports of life : their courage 


was ciffipated, and they again became the — 


victims of defpair. 


A wp now the chief inftruments of this 


accumulated diftrefs beheld their precipitate 


conduct in its worft appearances. A deep | 


melancholy feized the fpirits of the tender 
ARABELLA, who from that ‘moment 


{poke no more ; and at the end of three days. 


fhe refigned her breath and her miferies to- 


gether. But Lronex felt a larger portion | 


of affliction. He threw himfelf at the feet 
of the lifelefs ARABELLA, and abandoned 
himfelf to the agonies of hopelefs grief, and 
ineffectual remorfe. Not all the tender en- 
deavours of his friends. could prevail on 
him to take any fultenance, or admit the 


leaft degree of confolation. The fifth day, 


however, put a period to his forrows, 


and he expired in their arms; befeeching 


them with his lateft breath to bury him 
and 


o wee xt 
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ahd his beloved: miftrefs at the foot of 2 
ftately tree, that rofe in the center of their 
habitation; They religioufly fulfilled the 


injunction, and adorned this ruftic monu- 


ment with a large~crofs as a token of his 


faith, under which they placed an in{cription 
containing the ftory of his love, and a requeft 
that if ever any Chriftians fhould inhabit 
that folitary place, they would over his 
grave erect a church to the honour of the 
bleffed Jefus, and pray for the fouls of the 
unhappy lovers. | 


_ An event fo melancholy in itfelf, and 
fo deftruétive of every plan of future happi- 
nefs, was naturally adapted to infpire the 
followers of this wretched pair with the 
moft piercing forrow, which every object 
and every thought renewed. The place 
foon became intolerable to them. Befides, 
they dreaded the indolent inactive life, to 
which a continuance in it muft reduce them. 
They, therefore, fitted up the boat in the beit 
manner they could, and having ftored it 
with as many neceflaries as it would hold, 
boldly. ventured out to fea, But, unfor- 
tunately fteering the fame courfe which the 
late ftorm had forced their friends to take, 
they were, like them, brought upon the 
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coat of Afric, and, like them, freed from 
the dangers of the fea, to experience the. 
more favage cruelty of unrelenting man. 
After becoming fucceflively the property-of 
many tyrants, and feeling the feverities of 
flavery, in all its painful varieties, they were 

‘at length bought by the king of Morocco, 
and in this new fituation they had the con- 
folation of meeting with their old compa- 
‘nions, whom till now they had believed to 


be fhipwrecked. 


T we prifon for flaves in Morocco was. 


of the fame kind with that ufed now in Al- 
giers, in which were always many Chriftians 
of different nations, and, amongft others at 
‘that time, a Spaniard born at Seville, whofe 
name was JEAN p—EMoratgs, aman very 
fkilful in navigation, having been employed 
for many years in the bufinefs of a pilot. His 
-euriofity was greatly raifed by the conver- 
fation of our Englith captives upon the fub- 
ject of their adventures, and the long time 
they were together gave him fufficient op 
portunities to gratify it. He treafured up in 
his mind every particular cireumftance of 
their voyage, and, comparing their account 


of ee spice with his own obfervations, he 


~ could 


—_——_--- 


L 19 ] 
could no longer doubt, but that he had fond 
out its exact fituation, and hoped in time 


to make an advantageous ufe of the difco- 
very. 


B wT, in order to thew how his purpofe 
was accomplifhed, it will be neceflary to 
look back upon fome tranfactions of a pub- 
lick nature. 


‘T we illuftrious Don John, the firft king 


of Portugal, having fuccefsfully finithed his 
wars with Caftile, and not thinking it ex- 
pedient to abandon his troops to the enerva- 
ting foftnefs of peace, refolved to turn the 
force of his arms againft the avowed ene- 
mies of his religion. He therefore inva- 
ded Africa, and, in the year 1415, made 
himfelf mafter of Ceuta, fituate in the 
{traights of Gibraltar ; in which expedition 
his fubje&ts behaved with the affeGtion of 
children, and his children with the fubmif- 
five duty of the loweft fubje&s. The In- 
fant Don Henry his youngeft fon, grand 
mafter of the order of Chrift, particularly 
fignalized himfelf by his bravery and enter- 
prifing genius. He had been always much 
devoted to the ftudy of the mathematics, 
but, more particularly, to Goithoara phy: 
Oy which 
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which induced him, while at Ceuta, to fol- 
licit the converfation of thofe Moors and 
Jews, who,. by their travels, had acquired 
a knowledge of the remoter parts of the 
earth. From them he learned the fituation 
of feveral places of comfequence which he 
had never before heard of, and the informa- 
tion did not fail to infpire him with a moft 
ardent inclination to difcover, and ‘poffefs 
them; not fo much to gratify his ambition, 
as fo extend the knowledge of the true God. 
With an immediate view to accomplith this 
great defign, after the conqueft of Ceuta, 
he retired to the Algarves, and, on a conve- 
nient part of Cape St Vincent, erected a 
town to ferve him as an arfenal for his fhip~ 
ping, which he named TFerca Nabal: It 
was allo called the town of the Infant. Here 
he made preparations for his future difco- 
veries and conquefts, and fitted out fleets for 
the Atlantic and Southern oceans, which 
were then deemed unnavigable, and, but . 
for him, might have been deemed fo tll 
now: | | 


. Juan GonsatvoZarco, gentleman of the 
bed-chamberto Don HENRY, wasthe perfon 
who principally affifted him in his difcove- 
. to which he applied the large revenues 
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of the order of Chrift, This gentleman was 
the Art on whom the king conferred the 
honour of knighthood at the taking of 
Ceuta. He ferved the Infant in all his A- 
frican expeditions, with a fuccefs propor-? 
tioned to his great abilities, and the con- 
ftancy of his refolution; and, itis faid, that 
he firft introduced the ufe of -artillery. in. 
fhips. He pafied the ftreights in the year 
1420, as he had in the year 1418 difcover- 
ed the ifland of Puerto Santo, while he was. 
profecuting his fearch after cape Bajador. 


~ Own the fifteenth of March, in the year 
1416, Don Sancho, youngeft fon of Don 
Ferdinand king of Arragon, and erand: 
matter of the order of Calatrava, died in’ 
Caftile, and left by will confiderable fums 
of money for the redemption of Chriftian 
Spanifh flaves in Morocco. With'a part. of 
this noble legacy a foift was fent to Africa, 
and was returning. to Tariff with annum ber 
of ranfomed Chriftians (among whom was 
our Juan DE Moratss) when GonsALvo 
happened to be cruizing in the ftreights with 
his mafter’s fleet. And as the differences be-~ 
tween the two crowns of Caftile and Por- 


tugal were not yet wholly removed, the 
, | C3.  .. fubjects 
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fubjects of the two kings ftill plundered each. 


other without ceremony. | 


Gonsatvo no fooner obferved the foift, 
than he ordered out fome light veffels, which 
after a fhort chace came up with, board- 
ed, and without refiftance took her. But 
reflecting upon the extreme mifery in which 
he fhould involve thefe unhappy creatures: 
by fuffering their late deliverance to be fuc- 
ceeded by a new captivity, and knowing 
the extraordinary clemency of his prince: 
he generoufly releafed all, but Juan pz Mo- 
RALES; his profound {killin maritime af- 
fairs, of which Gonsaxvo had received inti- 
mation, rendering him too valuable a prize 


to be given up, without the prince’s cxpiels 
confent, 


To be alone excepted in an act. of 
mercy like this, was a circumftance that 
could not but aggravate the calamity by en- 
creafing regret. Morates, however, who 
had been inured to the viciffitudes of fortune, 
preferved the fteadinefs of his mind, and, 
when he learnt the motives of fuch a feem- 
ing feverity, rejoiced in the event. He 
made a voluntary offer of his beft fervices 
to the Infant, Promaling f to fupport the cha- 
ractet 
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ractér that had been given of him. And the 


more to ingratiate himfelf with his new- 


mafter, he communicated to him the 
ftory of Lionrt and ARABELLA, and his 
determined purpofe to go in queft of the 
place to which they had been driven, which 
he proved to be an attempt as practicable as 
it was. advantageous. GoNnsALvo was de- 
lighted with the project, and returned to 
Terca Nabal, more rich in hope, than in all 
the prizes he had taken in his cruize. He 
flew tothe infant, prefented Juan pe Mo- 
RALES to him, extolled his great abilities, 
and expatiated on the glory and utility of 
the difcovery which he had propofed. Don 
Henry received him with great kindnefs 
and refpect, and having heard from his own 
mouth a particular relation of every circum- 
{tance, conceivedan impatience equal to that 
of his admiral, for engaging in the enterprize. 
He therefore refolved, that Gonsaxtvo fhould 
immediately fet out for Lifbon, to obtain 
the concurrence of the king his father, and 
the aid of the ftate, in a bufinefs of fuch 
importance to the nation ; and, in order, to 
obviate the objections which a fpiritlefs and 
felfifh miniftry are generally difpofed to 
make to every undertaking that is attended 

Cgiers with 
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with expence and difficulty, he fent Moz. 


RALES with him. 


“WuitstTGonsAatvo was on hisjourney to 
-_ court, accompanied by the captains Juan 
Laurence, Francis Caravalaile, Ruy Paes, 
Alvare Alfons, and Francis de Alcaforado, 
(to whom we are indebted for the materials 
of this account) and with two other gentle- 
men {kilful in navigation, named Anthony 
Gago, and Lorenzo Gomez ; Don Henry 
gave orders for the equipping a fleet to ef- 
feét this difcovery, which, if the king fhould 
refufe his affiftance, he refolved to profecute 
at his own expence, 


Bu tT .the moderate fupplies required for 
it, and the great advantages it feemed to 
promife the nation, gained our embafly a 
very favourable reception from the king. 
Some ftatefmen, however, jealous of the ri- 
fing greatnels of the Infant, exerted all their 
power to obftruct the {cheme. They 1 made 
light of the treafures propofed by it for the 
ufe of the ftate, and infinuated, that, ad- 
mitting the reality of the acquifition, the 
prince had it in his power to fecrete the 
greater part of it, and convert it to his own 
oe GonsALvo Se not fail to remonftrate 

to 
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to his mafter, that his project would pro- 
bably perith under this malignant influence ; 
and the continual delays it occafioned, at 
length fo exafperated Don Henry, that he 
left Terca Nabal to follicit in perfon what 
his officers could not obtain. He was no 
fooner arrived at court than he removed 
every difficulty in the mind of the king, 
and in the begining of June, in the year 
1420, GonsALvo put to fea with only one 
fhip well-manned, and two- {mall vefiels 
with oars, very neceflary in thefe expeditions. 
So inconfiderable was the force that parted 
from Lifbon upon a difcovery of fuch great 
importance, | 


Ir was known as a fact in Puerto-Santo, 
the place Gonsatvo intended firft to make, 
that towards the north eaft there appeared a 
perpetual ob{curity, which extended itfelf 
from the fea to the fky, without ever altering 
either in its fhape or its fituation. And be- 
caufe in that infancy of navigation they 

wanted the aftrolabe and other inftruments 
fince invented, it was judged impoflible to 
return fhould they pafs this black cloud, 
and that they who ventured through it muft 
inevitably. perifh. Some called it an un- 
fathomable aby{s, others faid it was the 
| | mouth 
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mouth of hell, and were {uvported in the. 
affertion by the priefts, who laboured to. 
prove it bath by argument and authority. 
The hiftorians, not lefs fuperftitious, main- 
tained that it was the Ifland antiently called 
Cipango, which God had miraculoufly hid- 
den in a cloud, to protect the Spanifh and. 
Portugueze . bifhops, who fled thither from. 
the perfecutions of the Moors and Saracens ;. 
that it was directly contrary to the divine 
will to endeavour a’ farther difcovery, for if 
he had pleafed to have it take place, he would 
have manifefted his approbation by fuch mi-+ 
racles as ufually. precede his permiffion of 
great events ; and that, above all, divers an- 
tient prophecies, under fevere penalties, for- 
bad the enquiry into this facred myftery.. ” 


GonsAzvo fet failin very fair weather; 
but not. being willing that any thing {hould 
efcape his notice, he every night lowered his 
fails and lay at hull, proceeding only in the — 
day, that he might. the better obferve any 
jand that fhould, accidentally prefent itfelf. 
‘This did not retard them fo much, but that 
in a fhort time they arrived at. Puerto-Santo, 
‘where they were fhewn the horrid ob{curity 


which had before been defcribed to them. . 


Upon 
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_ Upon fight of this extraordinary phe- 
nomenon, they refolved to flay in the ifland 
that quarter of the «moon, to obferve if 
there was any variation either in its fhape - 
or fize; but as it conftantly retained the 
fame form and magnitude, the majority of 
them began to dread the event,’ and to give 
up the expedition asprefumptuous and deipe-- 
rate. A council was therefore called, when 
Morates, fearing that this glorious attempt 
fhould be fruftrated by meer cowardice and 
fuperftition, immediatly rofeup, and urged 
every argument he could think of to engage 
them to proceead. He told them, that by 
the information he had gained from the 
Englith, the courfe he had fteered, and o- 
ther {trong tokens, he was confident the 
place they wifhed to difcover could not be: 4 
far off; and added, that the dark cloud | 
; 


which fo terribly alarmed them, was no= | 
thing more than a vaft quantity of humid 
vapours (common to thofe places the fhores 
of which like this are covered with trees) , 1 
exhaled by the exceflive heat of the fun, i 
| and formed into a large body, that at fuch a 
 diftance always feemed to retain the fame 
form and place. 


Tus 
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Tus did not fail to raifea general and 
moft violent oppofition. They tumultuoufly 
exclaimed againft the poor pilot, and in- 
finuated, that as he wasa Caftilian, and of 
courfe anenemy, he was fondof an expedition 
that expofed their people to imminent dan- 
ger, They urged, that it was enough for 
men to encounter men, without commen-. 
cing war againft the Almighty. That the: 
king and Infant were greatly injured by hav- 
ing a fett of brave fellows, who might ren- 
der them many ufeful fervices, forced into 
certain ruin upon no better grounds than the 
idle dreams of a ftranger. ‘That GonsaLvo. 
might reafonably expect the full reward of 
his great merit, without precipitating him- 
felf into fuch excefs of peril; for that it 
was not valour, but rafhnefs, to rufh on 
danger in hopelefs enterprizes. That they 
ought to be content with the lands which 
providence had allotted them, and not, under 
pretence of religion, feek the conqueft of 
new countries, and alienate the poffeffion 
of them, which proved that they were more 
bent upon purfuing their own glory and ad- 
vantage, than the caufe of heaven. And, 
laftly, that they were but men, and therefore 

_ would 
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would not encounter difficulties which they =e 
knew to be above mortal ftrength. 


Tuess multiplied clamours did not in the 
leaft fhake the refolution of Gons ALVo, who, 
communicating his defign only to Morates, 
gave immediate orders for weighing anchor, 
and with all the fail he could make fteered _ 
directly towards the cloud, the terror of the 
crew increafing in proportion as they drew 
hearer to it, As they crowded all their fail, 
they were foon advanced fo far, that, altho’ j 
it was mid-day, the whole horizon was dark- * i 
ned, nor.were land, fea, or fky, any longer 
tobedifcerned. Adreadful confternation feiz~ 


ed them all, and with tears, and the moft ear- i 5 
neft fupplications, they befought their chief i 
to take pity on them, and not expofe fo | 


many innocent people to inevitable death. ; 


GonsaLvo expected this event. But to ; 
juftify his own conftancy more than to difpel | 
| their fears, he ordered up the whole fhip’s ' 
| ‘company, and, placing himfelf fo as to be | 
| diftin@tly heard by all, he addreffed them in | 


the following manner. : 


«© Do you think, my friends, that I efteem 

« my life lefs than you do yours? If not, 
« what can have perfuaded you, that if you 
| ** perifh 
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ce perith I have any poffible means left to 
© fave myfelf? 1t would be unparallel’d in- 
«« juftice for me to enjoy all the glory, while 


“© you only fuffer the hazards of this enter-_ 


“ prize: no, we will equally participate 
“in both. And if I purfue this bufinefs 
** with a fleadinefs and refolution infenfible 
** to all you feel, it is becaufe I love you, 


“© becaufe I value your fame more than I do 


** your lives. I would have you fenfible of 
** every evilthat now furrounds you, that 
** it may hereafter be faid, you deliberately; 
** and of choice, not by accident, confronted 


** more than human dangers. 


raul 


“ Ir is nottherefore your fears that I con= 


 demn, but the method you would take to 
© remove them. For with what juftice can 


e¢ 


we pretend to more glory than other naz © 
“* tions, if we rate our fafety at fo higha_ 
* price? Or how can we purfue the foot- 


 fteps of our noble anceftors, if we do not 


‘‘ trace them in fuch adventures as thefe ? 


“* Why did our matter fend us hither? Where- 
~** fore among thoufands, who follicited for 


** thisemployment, did he makechoice of us? 
‘* Wherefore, with the moft lively gratitude, — 


‘* did he acknowledge our obedience? And 
R uta in our ablence, doth he fhew him-_ 


60 felf 
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felf a father to our families? Not, furely, 
* that we fhould do our bufinefs by halves, 
that we fhould give up our enterprife 
when it was fo near completion, and 
bring home difappointment to him, and 
_difhonour to our country. - | 


© Rervect, that as there is but one life, 


fo there is but one death; and it is with- 
out any fhew of reafon, that you fear the 
elements more than men, for twice by 


‘ either of them you cannot die. You 
~make light of expofing your lives in the 


field againft the enemies of your king, and: 
what is there in the wind and water more 
to be dreaded ? Can a wave, ora fudden 


guft, be more fatal than the {word or 
| Sacks 


“« ConsIDER the end of the fervice in 
which we are engaged. Is it not to dif- 
cover provinces, to conquer them, and 
lay them with honour at our mafter’s feet ? 
And fhall this be defeated thro’ fear and 


difobedience ? No, let me rather perifh 


inftantly, than carry back a ufelefs life to 


_Lifbon, the object of everlafting difgrace 


and f{eorn. 


«¢ Be 
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aot Br peffoatied then, my friends, to take 
as the glory that fues for your acceptance, 


‘¢ Ifnatureand for tune both declared againft 


© us, I thould be the firft to fecure your 
lives by declining the attempt. But, as 


“© we havenothing but meerdarknefs to en- 
counter, or rather only the creatures of 
fear and fuperiftition, let us; in the name 
«< of God, proceed.’ 


44 
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Tuls fpeech operated . mre eit upor 
the hearers, that they immediately cried out, 
GonsaLvo fhould not only command them 
as their chief, but have the abfolute difpo+ 
fal of their lives and liberties : they would 
yield hima blind obedience, and fubmit to 
all hisdirections without murmur or difpute. 


Urow this full difplay of courage orders 
were given for proceeding, But tho’ the 
weather was fair, the fea, as they approached, 
proved fo extremely rapid, that the fhip 
was driven quite wide ofits courfe. To're- 
medy this, Gonsa:Lvo fitted out the two fhal- 
Jops to take the large veffel in tow, eommiit- 
ting one to the care of Anthony Gago, and 
the other toGonfalvo Lewis, men of known 
valour and experience. In this manner they 

eh boldly 
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boldly penetrated the thickeft darknefs, 
which, after fome progrefs, feemed to leflen 
and break off towards the eaft. And tho’ 
the waters made a dreadful roaring, and their 
imagination had found ample {cope for the ex- 
ercife of its former terrors, they with the fame 
fteady perfeverance got paft the obfcurity. 


THE air being now clear, and the fun 
fhining out, they prefently difcovered a high 
point of land, to which Gonsatvo gave the 
name of CapeSt Laurence. When they had 
doubled this point, they beheld a rich and 
fertile country, full of beautiful high trees, 


which extended themfelves quite from the- 


fummit of the hills, through the valleys, to 
the fea fide; while the formidable cloud, 
the caufe of all their anxiety and terror, feem- 
ed now {fo far retired, as only to crown the 
tops of the mountains. So glorious a profpect 
filled every mind with unfpeakable delight; 
their terrors were totally forgotten, and they 
embraced each other with tears of joy, pour- 
ing out their thanks to God, and to their 
commander, by whofe example and perfuafi- 
on their labours had iffued in fo happy a 
period: the pilot too, whofe fkill had fo 
juccefsfully conducted them hither, was re- 
‘ oH D ftored 
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ftored to perfect confidence, and received his 
fhare of gratitude and praife. 


SaiLinG onwards, they faw a large bay; 
and as Mora css conjectured that it was the 
place where theEnglifh had formerly refided, 
hecame here toan anchor. Some were inftant- 
ly follicitous to go afhore, but the fun being 
then fet, it wasjudged proper to defer it till 
the morning. Accordingly, the next day, 
Ruy Paes, with a company of well-armed | 
foldiers, landed in the very fame place where 
Lionet landed before,and by certain tokens, 
which Mor aes gave him, found, with great_ 
fatisfaction, the footfteps of the Englifh. 
Being led on by a plain and beaten track, 
they prefently difcovered the great tree, and, 
approaching nearer, perceived the crofs and 
the infcription. They read the mournful 
exhortation with tears of unfeigned com- 
paffion, confirming the truth of Seneca’s 
obfervation, that pity is the firft degree of 
kindnefs among men. Se 

Arter fuch indubitable teftimonies of 
fuccefs, they returned to Juan Gon SALVO, 
who being now fully convinced of the truth 
of every circumftance of Mor aLEs’s account, 
prepared immediately for a general difem-_ 
barkation, which he conduéted with oreat 
folem- 


| 35. 
folemnity ; taking poffeffion of the place in 
the name of Don John king of Portuega 
and of the Infant Don Henry, knight and 
mafter of the order of Chrift. The earth 
was blefled by two Religious, and the air 
and water purified by calling on the name 


of God. This ceremony was performed on 
the feaft day of St Elizabeth. 


GonsAtvo could not exprefs the {atis- 
faction he felt at having made fo eafy a pur- 
chafe. But being anxious to know that 
his title to it was clear and indifputable, he 
commanded his people to penetrate as far as 
they judged neceflary, and ftridly {earch 
hill, dale, and wood, for inhabitants. But 

there was no living creature to be found, 
except a prodigious quantity of birds of va- 
rious fhape and colour, which fuffered them- 


felves to be taken without any figns of 
fear or refiftance. 


Fiz now returned aboard, where having 
called a council, it was judged expedient, as 
they had leifure and a favourable feafon, to 
make a more particular examination of the 
place: before their return to Lifbon. But as 
the fhore was full of rocks, many of which 
did not rife above the furface of the water, 
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they were obliged to profecute their fearch in 
the fhallops. Gons atvo, therefore, taking one, 
and committing the charge of the other to 
captain Alvare Alfons, paffed the point and 
the valley towards the weft, from whence 
iffued four beautiful fmall rivers, the water 
of which being exceedingly clear and good, 
he ordered feveral bottles to be filled with it 
as a prefent to the Infant. 


T HE next object that attracted their no- 
tice, was another valley, watered alfo by a 
fine rivulet. Here they landed fome foldi- 
ers, who difcovered nothing but a great 
number of {prings, and a vaft tuft of trees 
that grew together like a bower. Oné of 
the largeft of thefeGonsatvo formed into a 
crofs, from whence the place derived its 
name of Santa-Cruz, or Holy-Crofs. — Pro- 
ceeding onwards, they weathered a point 
of land, that extended itfelf ftill farther into 
the fea. It was remarkable for the many 
large birds that inhabited it, the number of 
which was fo formidable, that the men 
were afraid of being devoured by them ; 
they, therefore, called this place Punta dos 
Gralhos. A little further was another val- 
ley, fullof beautiful cedar-trees, the talleft 

| | of 
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of which rofe upon the fummit of an adja- 
cent hill, and madea ufeful fea-mark. 


F rR oo this valley they came to a fourth, 
where they found a fpacious lake, which 
feerned to promife fomething extraordinary. 
Gonfalvo Ayvez was therefore ordered out 
with a party of foldiers, who having a- 
{cended the mountains, returned without any 
farther knowledge, than that they could 
difcover the place from whence they firtt 
fet out, by which they knew it to be an 
ifland, and no part of Africa, as many of 
them had before conjectured. 


-GonsALvo, not yet perfectly fatisfied 
that the ifland was uninhabited, did not fail 
to fend out parties at every convenient place, 
to obferve if there were any traces of human 
creatures, In the courfe of this fearch they 
came toa fair and extenfive plain, free from 
the trees which covered almoft every other 
part, and only over-run with moft beautiful 
fennel, called in Portugueze Funcho. Here 
was afterwards built the town which adopted 
the name of FUNCHAL, once the metropolis 
of the weftern iflands as to fpiritualities, and 
ftill fo in point of temporalities. 
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I r is obfervable of the Portugueze, that, 
more modeft than other nations, who be- 
{tow pompous titles upon their new plan- 
tations, they either transfer to them the 
names of their old colonies, or give them 
new ones expreflive of the nature and pro- 
ductions of the place; of which, among 
many others, this remarkable town of Fun- 
‘CHAL isan inftance. There are three large 
rivers that terminate in this valley, and, 
where they difembogue themfelves, form 
two. fmall iflands; which in a manner 
land-lock the haven, and fecure it from 
the fea and winds. | 


GoNSALVO, continuing to coaft the coun- 
try, came to a large rock, which he named 
Praya formofa, or the beautiful rock; be- 
caufe of its vaft fize, and the delicious 
water that runs from it. They next difco- 
vered, between two points, a moft rapid 
torrent, the waters of which, notwithftand- 
ing the impetuolity of their motion, were fo 
clear, as to excite the attention of the whole 
company. ‘There were prefent two foldi- 
ers of Lagos,. very expert fwimmers, who, 
ae to give an extraordinary proof of 
their ikill, refolved to pafs the torrent : but 
| they 
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they had no fooner plunged in, than, in 
fpight of all their art and ftrength, they 
found themfelves hurried down by the ex- 
treme violence of the waters, and had ine- 
vitably perifhed, but for the immediate help 
of their companions. This adventure gave 
the torrent the name of Soccoridos, more 
happily than that of Agravados was given to 
the Arabian fea. | 


THEY were now got round to cape St Lau- 
rence, near which ran a fine river, that be- 
fore had efcaped their obfervation. Gon~- 
SALVO, imagining that he faw uponthe fand 
the footfteps of fome extraordinary animals, 
was induced to enter it, in hope of making 
an important difcovery. But he had not 
proceeded far, before a prodigious number 
of fea-wolves rufhed furioufly out of a ca- 
vity at the foot of a mountain, and plunged 
themfelves into the fea. As this was the 
mott ftriking event they had met with, Gon- 
sALvo received from it the title of CAMERA 
pos Lozos, as Scipio Africanus and Germa- 


nicus did theirs from the provinces they 
refpectively conquered. 7 


Tue night after their arrival in this 
place, the wind rofe fo very violently, as 
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to forcé éven the rivers almoft back to their 
‘fource ;_ and at length produced fo dreadful 
a tempeft, that the veflels were in the ut- 
moit danger, and this ufeful difcovery, and 
the brave authors of it, had like to have pe- 
rifhed together. But it happily fubfiding 
towards day, Gonsatvo, to fecure himfelf 
againft the return of fuch an accident, re- 
treated clofe under the two fmall iflands be- 
fore-mentioned; where he ftored himfelf 
with wood, water, birds, plants, and even 
earth itfelf, which he intended to prefent to 
the king. and Infant. Having compleated 
every neceflary task, and fully gratified his 
curiofity, he fet fail for Portugal, and, at 
the end of the month of Auguft, in the 
fame year, arrived fafely in the port of 
Lifbon, where he found his mafter in anxi- 
ous expectation of him. ‘This expedition 


_ was accomplifhed without the lofs of a'fingle 


man, and by it was added to his majefty’s 
dominions, the poffeffion of the beft ifland 
in the weftern ocean, 


Tu king and Infant received the brave 
Gonsatvo with unfeigned affection and 
joy, and appointed thank{givings in all the 
churches for his return, and the acceffion 
made by his labours to the national intereft, 

: | and 
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and to the true religion, which would now \ 
be extended to the remoter parts of the i) 
globe. Public rejoicings were alfo made | | 
throughout the whole city, which lafted a \ 
confiderable time ; and no mark of diftinc- 
tion was omitted, neceflary to imprefs upon i 
the minds of the people a juft fenfe of this i 
important acquifition. ; 
te 

Durine thefe teftimonies of gratitude | i 


to heaven and to Gonsatvo, the king or- | 
dered that the relation of fo extraordinary a 
voyage fhould be made in a full affembly 
of the nobles of the court and foreign mi- 
nifters. Accordingly, on the day appointed 
for that purpofe, Gonsaivo was introdu- 
ced into the audience chamber, and after 
having kiffed the king’s hand, and paid the 
ufual re{pects to every one prefent, he began 
an exact detail of the whole expedition, 
from the hour of his fetting {ail from Puerto 
Santo, to the very day of his return to o) 
Lifbon ; in which he did not omit a fingle j 
_ circumftance, but took frequent occafion to {| 
expatiate on the advantages of the acquifi- | 
tion, end the neceflity of an immediate im- | 
_ provement. He then prefented his majeity 

with the feveral produ@tions of the ifland, 
| } who, | 
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who, without any meditation, gave it the 
name of MaprrRa, on account of that 
vaft quantity of wood, for which it was 
chiedy remarkable. 


THIs account was received with marks of 
general approbation and applaufe. The 
King paid high atteftations to GonsALvo’s 
merit, and foon after confented that he 
fhould return with a plantation the follow- 
ing fpring, appointing him governor of the 
place; which, together with the title of 
Marquis, the eldeft- of his family have hi- 
therto enjoyed. 


Gonsatvo’s fecond voyage took place in 
the month of May 1421, when he parted 
from Lisbon with his lady Conftantia Ro- 
driguez de Sa, defcended from the antient 
family of Almeyda, Juan Gonfalvo his fon, 
and Helen and Beatrix his two daughters. 
He arrived at MapeErRa ina few days, and 
having moored his anchors exactly in the 
place where the Englifh and he had landed 
before, in honour of LioneL MACHIN, 
whom he deemed the firft difcoverer, he 
called the harbour Puerto Machico, or Ma- 


chino, which name it full retains. After 
| they 
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they had formed a proper place for their 


prefent accommodation, the governor im- 
mediately began to lay the foundation of a 
church, refolving that the firft edifice in 
the ifland fhould be dedicated to our Saviour 
Jefus Chrift, as Lioner had requefted in 
the infcription. And to be ftrictly juft to 
his memory, he raifed the {tructure exa¢tly 
over the grave where he and ARABELLA lay 
buried, fupplying the place of the high 
tree with a fine altar, on which were re- 
corded ‘the chief circumftances of their 
lives. Such an honourable repofitory did 
thefe unhappy lovers at length obtain. 


W weEN this laft office of humanity was 
thus nobly difcharged, his next care was to 
erect a town, and the valley of Fennel was 
judged moft convenient forthe purpofe ; for, 
befides the beauty of the fituation, the two 
{mall iflands formed a moft fafe and conve- 
nient port for trade. Such was the original 
of the illuftrious town of Funcu ar, which, 
in this infant ftate, had but two churches, the 
firtt dedicated by Gonsatvo to God our Sa- 
viour, and the fecond to St Catherine by 
Conftance his lady.; contrary to what Juan 
de Barros has advanced, who fuppofes the 

foundation 


» [44]. 

foundation of two other churches. This 
miftake inclines me to doubt his affertion 
elfewhere, where he fays, “ that GonsaLvo 
“© fet firetothe woods, whichcontinued burn- 
<* ing for feven years, and could not be ex- 
<* tinguifhed, while there was a tree left to 
‘* feed the flame ;”’ which he affigns as the 
caufe of the prefent exceffive fcarcity of 
fuel. But all this is evidently a fable; fince 
there are trees in great abundance and of full 
growth, and fuel enough to keep at work one 
hundred and fifty mills. 

~ArtTeER the death of Don John king 
of Portugal, his fon and fucceffor Don Du- 
art, confidering the great expence his brother 
Henry had been at, in difcovering and peo- 
pling this ifland, made him a grant of the 
iffues and profits of it during life, which 
was executed at Cintra the twenty-fixth day 
of September, in the year 1433 ; and upon. 
the fame account he gave in perpetuity the 
{piritual jurifdiction of it to the order of 
Chrift, which was afterwards confirmed by 
king Don Alphonfo in the year 1439. 


AND to. encourage his other fubjects to 
take the fame worthy method of obtaining 
the diftinGtions of his favour, he gave to 

; Juan 


a5 |" 

uAN GoNnSALVO ZaRCo, ‘a new coat of 
arms, the blazon of which was, a caitle 
argent, in a field finople, fupported by fea- 
wolves, and the title of Marquifs do Ca- 
mara dos Lobos, from the fea-wolves taken 
notice of above; both which marks of ho- 
nour are {till enjoyed by the defcendants of 
OUr WORTHY DISCOVERER. 
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' Dear Sir, 


| Hf a pa favourable voyage to MADEIRA; 
where I have now refided three months. 
And that you may not juftly accufe me of 
an indolence and inattention, too prevalent 
among young travellers, but reproachful to 
their underftanding, and deftructive of the 
advantages, for which travelling is at firft 
undertaken, I have drawn up the follow- 
ing fhort account of the prefent ftate of this 
ifland; an account, of which I cannot boatt 
either the regularity or exactnefs ; but fuch 
as it is, I give it to your curiofity, and {ub- 
-.mitittoyour candor, 
| BE . THE 
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Tue firft ditina view we had of this 
land was at the diftance of three leagues, 
from whence it madea very hideous appear+ 
ance, occafioned by feveral vaft mountains, 
the lower parts of which feemed of a red 
gravelly colour and quite barren, and the 
{ummits of a dark dirty green. 


As we approached nearer, the fcene 
became more diftiné and varied. By the 
aid of our glaffes, we could difcern a mul- 
titude of fmaller hills, covered with vegeta- 
bles of different kinds, about which were 
fcattered many fingle houfes, that looked 
white and uniform, and at the bottom, clofe 
to the fhore, ftood feveral little towns and 
villages. ‘his, together with the large 
ftreams of freth water which poured in caf- 
cades down the mountains, formed a new 
and very entertaining profpedt, aud made 
me impatient to be on fhore. 


Upon our arrival in the harbour of 
FuncuA., feveral of the Portugueze came 
to vifit us, fome out of curiofity, and others 
to traffic provifions, @&e, for old black 
cloaths. .The boats they make ufe of, 
are about the fize of our yawl, and 
refemble the Venetian gondola, having 
carved pieces of wood fixed perpendicularly 

at. 


Deped 

at head and ftern, the ufe of whichI cannot 
conceive, unlefs it is occafionally to hold by 
in this rough fea, or to faften them the more 
fecurely to fhips, Their oars are thaped like 
ours; but much larger, and, towards the 
middle,there are additional pieces of wood, in 
which are made holes to fix them upon two 
pegs, placed on the edge of the boat for the 
greater convenience in rowing. The work- 
manfhip is very mean, and their boats 
are fitted up in the fame wretched manner, 
without the leaft ornament, except a fort of 
painted margin on the infide, that time has 
almoft defaced; But the boatmen make yet 
a much worfe appearance, being in colour 
like Mulattoes, and having fearce any 
cloaths to cover them. 

From the latter end of November to 
the beginning of March, the wind blows 
from SSW. during which period the wea- 
ther is generally ftormy, and the. har- 
bour, which lies open to the fea, becomes 
extremely dangerous; for fo violent and 
fudden are the winds, that it is fortunate for 
the {hips that lie there, if they have time to 
cut away their anchors, and run to fea, In- 
deed there is no place where fhips can ride 
with any degree of fafety, unlefs within 

E2°. fhelter 


% 


Pu Nes ON ew See eS 


[ 528] 


thelter of a very high rock called the 
Leeuw. 


W xr had not been long in the harbour 
before we experienced one of thefe ftorms, 
which caufed fo dreadful a commotion in 
the fea, that we expected every moment to 
be driven upon the rocks. A Dutch veffel, 
notwithftanding the lay behind the Leeuw, 
could not refift the violence of the tempeft, 
but being prefently drove from her moor- 
ings, was dafhed in pieces, and the crew with 
creat difficulty were faved. Our ftream ca- 
ble foon parted from us, and we had nothing 
lef for our fecurity but our {mall bower, 
which, upon examination, we found half 
worn afunder by the chaffing of the fhip: 
fo that if the ftorm had continued much 
longer, we muft have fhared the fate of the 
Dutchman ; for, as the wind {tood in fhore, 
we could not poffibly cut cable and run to 
fea, but were reduced to ride it out or “pe- 
rith. When the ftorm was abated, the har- 
‘bour appeared all over of a muddy red co- 
four, occafioned by a loamy earth, which 
the great rains had wafhed from the moun- 
tains. “Lhe natives informed me, that fix 
weeks before three fhips were caft away in 


one of thele ftorms; but, as I have already 
intimated, 


3 
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jntimated, they happen only. in the winter 
feafon. 


Tue furf upon the coaft of the road is 
the greateft I ever beheld ; for it frequently 
rifes higher than the houfes, attended with a 
motft violent noife, which is principally oc- 
cafioned by the beating together of a vatt 
quantity of large pebbles that line the fhore. 
This, added to the clinking of bells, which 
in different parts of the town are continually 
fummoning their Religious to prayers, never 
failed to break my reft for the firft month I 
lay upon the ifland. | 


T u1s extraordinary agitation of the fea 
makes the landing of their boats a work of 
great labour and difficulty, Themen, when 
they come near the fhore, turn the ftern to- 
wards it, and wait the rifing of the furf, with 
which they endeavour to force in: but if 
the firft attempt fails, as it generally does, they 
are driven back to fea again by the falling 
wave, and are reduced to wait for the next 
rifing. The fecond effort fometimes proves 
fuccefsful, when they inftantly hoift the boats 
upon the ftones out of the reach of the furf, 
where they leave them till they have occa- 


fion to put to fea again. 
iE 3 ler 
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It “atten be acknowledged, that their 
boats, however inelegant, are very conveni- 
iently built for this boifterous harbour ; for 
they have a fort of joice or under-lidge fixed 
upon the outfide near the bottom, which 
prevents their overfetting, and enables them 
to endure almoft the greateft fea, 


Maperra is fituated in thirty-two de- 
grees thirty minutes north latitude, is high 
land, very rocky and fteep, eighteen leagues 
jong, and fixteen broad. It is inhabited by 
Portugueze, who are very numerous, mak- 
ing at this time near fifty thoufand. The 
air is peculiarly healthy, for moft of the 
people live to a very old age ; and the win- 
ters are fo temperate, that the fhow feldom 
lies except on the tops of the mountains, and 
hail is very rarely to be feen. It yields a 
great variety of fruits, and fome corn; has a 
fufficient (tock of black cattle, but lean; 
{wine, goats, and fheep, whofe wool is long 
and hairy, differing much from ours : but the 
chief productions are its wines, which feem 
depofited here by nature for the comfort and 
refrefhment of the hot countries that fur- 

round it, 


There are only three townsof note in 
this ifland, Funcuat, Mancuico, and 
: SANTA 


eet 

Santa Cruz. The principal of thefe is 
Funcuat, which is the fee of the arch- 
bifhop, and the chief refidence of the go- 
vernor. Befides the cathedral, it contains 
three parifh churches, two monafteries dedi- 
cated to St Francis, a college of Jefuits, a 
nunnery of the order of Sunta Clara, and 
feveral hofpitals. 


Tue houfes, which are {cattered about the 
mountains, and are the villas or country-feats 
of the principal merchants,are indeed neat and 

‘elegant; but the houfes in PuNcHAL are in 
general very mean, being built with pieces 
of rock and pebbles, covered over with an 
exceeding hard mortar made of the lime- 
ftone. ‘The walls are very thick, the win- 
dows not glazed but latticed, and the win- 


dow frames are compofed of a reddith ftone © 


like our oker, which conftitutes the chief 
external ornament of their buildings. 


T w E roofs, which are nearly fat and uni- 
form, are covered with pantiles much harder 
and fmoother than thofe ufed in England, 
upon which are laid large pebble itones, 
to keep them from falling, or being blown 
down. Their rooms are large and lofty, 
and the cielings formed of boards neatly 
wrought. Over the door of every cham- 
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ber, and indeed over the gate of every vine- 
yard, is fixed a wooden crofs, but made 
with the greateft fimplicity, confifting only 
of two laths nailed very inaccurately toge- 
ther. 


Tue houfe doors are large, and the en- 
tries {pacious, but neither of them very ele- 
gant ; the one on account of their con- 
ftrution, and the other becaufe of a particu- 
lar ufe to which in the day-time they are 
conftantly appropriated: for the natives 
deem the making water, when expofed to 
common obfervation, an indecent action, 
and the effect of drunkennefs, which they 
have in great abhorrence. 


Turir churches are worthy of fome at- 
tention, being ornamented withinfide with 
fine paintings, and elegant carvings richly 
gilt; but they are the labors of Italian and 
Flemith mafters, purchafed by the inhabi- 
tants themfelves, or fent to them as obla- 
tions and endowments. ‘The charnel-houfe 
alfo deferves to be particularly noticed ; it 
confifts of human {culls regularly and cu. 
rioufly placed, and is perhaps as remarka- 
ble an edifice as any that Europe can pro. 
duce, 


THE 
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THE nunnery of Santa Clara is a neat 
building, and pleafantly fituated: we were 
admitted up ftairs, and had the privilege of 
talking with the novitiates through a pri- 
vate grate, who, after a little converfation, 
fuddenly {quirted rofe-water upon us, a di- 
‘verfion they are allowed to take in holyday- 
times. In Lent the ftreets are continually 


infefted with religious proceffions, in which — 


(ome faint, dreffed extreamly fine, 1s carried 
under a canopy fupported upon mens fhoul- 
ders, and preceded by feveral children habi- 
ted like angels. The prictts of the diffe- 
rent orders fucceed, anda great number of 
penitents, {courging themfelves with knotted 
cords till the blood ftreams down their backs, 
formthe rear. Thefe wretches make a moit 
horrid appearance, each having a peculiar 
mark of difgrace and punifhment {uited to 
the nature of his offence; but they are all 
naked, excepting a mafk, and a garment 
which reaches from the middle to the 
knee. 


Tue ftudents live a very reclufe life, 
and are perpetually counting their beads, 
and muttering over their prayers in mifera~ 

le Latin. During Lent they devote them- 
felves to peculiar mortification and feverity, 
exercifing 
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exercifing the fcourge every other night 
Without mercy: and’at other feafons they 
have no kind of relaxation except two games, 
one called Tocambocco, which is beating a 
ball through an iroa ring fixed in the srounds 
and the other called Dada much like 
our draughts ; but thefe they ufe very {pa- 


Tingly, 


Tue furface of the country is one en-. 
tire piece of irregularity, compofed of rocks 
of different eminence, upon which is a 
very fhallow ftratum of earth, but rich 
and fertile, and extremely well adapted to 
the culture of their vines. From the tops 
of thefe mountains run many fine ftreams of 
freth water, which, about Funcuat and the 
other towns, are received in refervoirs with 
large brafs cocks and aqueducts, for the 
more convenient fupply of the people. 


En thefe currents the labouring women 
ftand the whole day to wath linnen, which 
they perform by beating it againft the ftones 
at the bottom, and See laying it out 


to dry and whiten upon, the adjacent rocks. 


Thefe women, and indeed all the common 


people, are exceffively fond of fnuff, which, 


on account of its fcarcity and value, will 


purehafe 
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“purchafe almoft any favour from them ; and 
if any difference arifes in paying them for 
their labour, it is always in the power of a 


little {nuff to adjuft it. 


T u E people belonging to the vineyards 
‘exert great skill and application in the ma- 
nagement of their vines, and this feems to 
be the principal fubject of emulation among 
the natives. They faften a number of them 
together to poles about five feet high, fuf- 
tained within fquares, made of reed or cane, 
and raifed a little above the furface of the 
~ earth, which, as they ftand connected in long 
rows, form an agreeable kind of lattice- 
work, 


T ue labourers, during the month of Fe- 
bruary, are chiefly employed in refitting the 
old reeds, or fupplying with new ones the 
place of thofe that are totally decayed. And 
it is very obfervable, that from the time 
they begin work, to the time they leave off, 
they are inceffantly finging, and always in 
the fame melancholy ftrain. I was indu- 
ced to enquire what could be the fubje&t 
of thefe ditties, which they were fo uni- 
--yerfally fond of, and found it nothing more 
than their Pater-notters and Ave Marys, a 

| certain 
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certain number of which is daily impoted 
upon them by the Eri 


A coMMoN vineyard generally confifts of 
three or four roods fquare, in the center of 
which ‘ftands the family-houfe, but mufera-_ 
bly built with large pebble ftones, heaped up 
without any cement, a thatched roof, a door, 
and fometimes a window. As thefe places 
are not at all adapted to the exercife of any 
fort of bufinefs, but feem intended chiefly 
to fleep in, their wives and children all day 
long fit before the door, employed either in 
fpinning flax, or making lace upon cufhions. 
They behave very courteoufly to ftrangers, 
inviting them into their huts, and offering 
them dried figs, raifins, and other fruits, 


AsMALL wart of their plantations is dif- 
pofed into kitchen gardens, .which, when 
they require weeding or planting, are ordered 
with great expedition, A. gardener, with 
an inftrument fhaped like. our narrow 


hough, turns up the earth, plucks out the 
_ weeds, and forms the mould into rifings and 


hollows ; he then plants or fows, as he thinks 
proper, and harrows with the fame inftru- 
ment, and the affiftance of his feet ; the next 


_day it is watered, and thus the whole pro- 


Geis 
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ces is completed. There are a few planta- 
tions of fugar canes, and the fugar is €X- 
tremely fine: but as the people make a pro- 
digious quantity of fwectmeats, there is 
fearcely enough produced for home-con- 
fumption. 


TF ifland abounds with fruits of vari- 
ous kinds, and moft delicious to the tafte ; 
bananas,opuntias, yams, guavos, figs, quinces, 
apples, bays, oranges, limes, dates, and ci- 
trons, chefnuts, walnuts, and kitchen-fruits 
in great quantities. 


TE banana tree, which flourithes all the 
year round, is from fifteen to twenty feet 
high. The leaves are large and pendulous, 
The trunk is about a foot in diameter, but 
of fo foft and fpungy a texture, that it may 
be cut thro’ with a fingle ftroke of a large 
knife. ‘The fruit, in fhape and fize, re- 
fembles our cucumber, and generally grows 
in two large bunches, of thirty, fixty, anda 
hundred each. When the bunch is ga- 
thered, it is neceflary to cut off the ftalk, 
as the omiffion would prevent its bearing a- 
gain, It is of an oily, faponaceous, and lufct- 
ous nature, which renders the tafte at firft 

difagree- 
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difagreeable ; but when become familiar, i€ 
proves more and more delicious, 


THE opuntia is a kind of pear; and; as it 
was faid to turn the urine red, I was indu- 


ced to eat plentifully of it, for the fake of 


making the experiment; and I found that 
1 really produced that effe@. The yam 


is a root much like our potatoe, and made 
ufe of in the fame way: 


THe guavo is a fine acid fruit, in form 
refembling the peach, but the outfide is 
much rougher, and it has no ftone, but ker- 
nels fmaller even than thofe of apples. It is 
efteemed ah excellent remedy for the flux, 
and grows in great plenty. The quince and 
apple too abound much, but they are gene- 
rally dry and hufky. The citron is con- 
flantly kept for confection, in which ftate 
great quantities are exported. The onions, 
eabbages, and fallads, excel thofe of all o- 
ther countries ; but the oil that is ufed with 
them is bad, and yet it is fubftituted upon 
all occafions in the place of butter. | 


‘FHE pine apple is fometimes to be met 
With ; but not being a native produ@tion, it 
ig cultivated only in particular gardens. I 

have 
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have alfo feen the true cifarnon free, tranf- 
planted from the Eaft Indies to the Brazils, 
from whence they were brought to Madeira, 
and are now growing in the Providore’s 
garden. 


Aut over the ifland grows a tree from 
which the dragon’s blood is procured. This 
is performed by making incifions in the 
bark, from whence the gum iflues very 
plentifully into pots hung upon the branches 
to receive it. The people ufe it asa fovereign 
remedy for bruifes, to which they are very 
much expofed by traverfing this rocky coun- 
try; and this, with one panacea more, com- 
pletes their whole Materia medica; that is, 
balfam of Peru, imported from the Brazils 
‘in {mall gourds by their annual fhips. Thefe 
two they imagine have power to cure almoft 
all diforders, efpecially thofe that are external, 


Wines, candy’d citron-peel,and a ftrong 
fort of brandy are the principal commodities 
that are exported from this ifland. The 
wines are of two forts, the common Ma- 
deira, and the Malmfey; the firft of which 
is generally bought from ten to thirteen 

“pounds fterling the pipe; but the latter not 
"being near fo plentiful, is confequently much 
dearer. 
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dearer. The village of Pauol, where it is 
chiefly produced, and two or three other 
places contiguous, afford only about fixty 
pipes ina year, which generally fell for thirty 
pounds fterling each. 


Tu wines are brought from the moun- 
tains upon mules and afles in long barrels, 
one on each fide of the beaft; in the man- 
ner that goat-fkins are ufed for the fame 
purpofe in Spain and Portugal. Butas there 
are few horfes in the HTP pk oxen are em- 
ployed to draw the wines from the prefs to 
the warehoufes or the fhore, which they 
yoke in pairs to large fledges, extremely 
well adapted to the bufinefs. 


My long refidence among this people 
has by sige reconciled me to their man- 
ner of dict which at firft was difguftful to 
me. Permit me to give you a bill of fare, as 
I found‘it in Lent. It is fo novel and curi- 
ous, that you will be apt perhaps to con 
demn the reluctance of my appetite. 


Our breakfaft confifted of dried figs, 
preferved pears, oranges, and other fruits” 
in their original {tate. For dinner we were 


ferved with rock-fith, baccalaio or New- 
foundland 
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foundland cod, and with various other kinds 


of fith taken daily upon their own coafts, and 


dreffed with oil and vinegar, or fallads fhred 
fine and boiled eggs. Sometimes we had a 
hodge podge, which is in high efteem with 
the natives, compofed of pears, raifins, 
bread, and eggs, boiled together, with par- 
fley and ashes herbs: of this {ome eat only 
the decoction, and fome the fecula; but it 
was not till after many ineffectual efforts 
that I was peouant, fe to eat either. 


THE a ae courfe i confifted of 
_ grapes confected like tamarinds, and mixed 
with walnut kernels, or marmalade of 
quinces; yams boiled and roafted; and a kind 
of fritters, over which was poured a large 
quantity of treacle. Some of thefe difhes 
I fhould at firft have relithed very well, 
but for the {warms of ants that covered them; 
an infect with which the whole ifland is 
much infefted. 


THE deferts were made up of the fevera} 
fruits I have elfewhere enumerated. And 
our liquor was principally wine and water ; 
to which brandy was added, whenever it was 
called for, ‘The people are indeed exempla- 
ry with regard to drink, never urging it 
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upon their company, nor infifting upon that 
exact rotation which is fo ftri@tly maintained 
in England. And yet this is not the effect 
of an illiberal fpirit, but purely of the love 
of fobriety ; for there is conftantly a plentiful 
fupply of wine and other liquors, and fer- 


vants ftand ready to bring them when they 
are called for. 


Tuts cuftom is fo truly polite, and fo 
worthy of univerfal imitation, that I cannot 
without regret mention another in which 
they betray great indelicacy, and that. is, 
the difufe of forks; for, whatever be the 
reafon for excluding this neceflary im- 
plement, it is certain I never faw any 
even in the beft families, and the con- 
fequences of the want of it appear very dila- 
grecable and fhocking to an European, ‘They 
are as regardle{s of decency too with refpect 
to their beds, which they feldom make, 
but leave them from day to day, till they 
become folid lumps, as hard and as unpro- 
pitions to the reft of a flranger as a board, 
but a moft comfortable refidence for the 
fleas that inhabit them by myriads. 


Tue people who conftantly live in the 
country are almoft ftrangers to the tafte of 
bread 
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bread or flefh. Their principal food, during 
the four months of winter, is yams; in the 
fpring and fummer the fruits then in feafon; 
and, in autumn, chefnuts, walnuts, &c. 


THE poorer natives are afflicted with a 
difeafe which is almoft hereditary to them, 
a kind of leprofy,that always itches, and ap- 
pears ina hard, dry fcab, furrounded with 
watry blifters. The prevailing opinion is, 
that it proceeds from the venereal difeafe ill 
cured; and the falt fifh, upon which they 
creas fubfift, does not a little contribute to 
heighten its malignity. 


-Tuere is an hofpital fet apart for the 
reception of thefe unhappy people, that is 
fituated directly oppofite to the Leeuw, up- 
on the rocks of the fhore, where they lie 
bafking in the fun, and eating the opuntia, 
which grows in great plenty all round them, 
and is efteemed efficacious in abating the vi- 
rulency of their diftemper. 


Time, who feldom fails to leave behind 
him fome vifible effects of his power, feems 
to attack, with uncommon rigour, the faces 
of the women of this ifland: for, I think, 
J never faw an old woman here, that did not 
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bear much ftronger marks of his feverity, 
than are to be obferved in any other place. 
This is recompenfed, however, by the op- 
pofite extreme; and the young ladies may 
boaft an equal fuperiority of beauty,grace, and 
elegance. Perhaps, the eafe and fymmetry, 
for nei fitei they are fo rémarkable, may ina 
great degree be owilig to their not wearing - 
AA fit prepofterous and unnatural part 
of drefs, known only in Europe, which re- 
{trains the evowth of the body, deprives it 
of its native beauty and’ proportion, adds 
nothing externally but an awkward ftiffnels, 
confirms natural and inherent defeéts, brings 
with it a train of new diforders, and intails 
upon pofterit y weaknefs, difeafe, atid defor- 


uty. 


Bur the prevailing ‘prejudice, in favour 
of this garment, will fcarcely allow ‘you to 
admit, that the difufe of it can be ‘the foun- 
dation of any degree of delicacy ; and Tam . 
not very willing to conteft'a point, that may | 
{hake my reputation among the fair-ones of 
your family. This, Heaven ‘IT will main- 
tain, with all the. peat and refolution of a 
knight-errant, that the ladies of MADEIRA 
may as juftly-put in their claim to the® prize 
of beauty, as any fet of ladies in the world. 

Ir 
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Ir is not ftays only that they fo prudently 
reject, but hoops and caps meet with equal 
difcouragement. Their hair, which is gene- 
rally long and very black, either flows loofely 
upon their thoulders, .or is plaited in a tail, or 
tied up in a rofe; but always ornamented 
with bent combs, large filver pins, or arti- 
‘ficial flowers. 


THEY put on divers petticoats, fome of 
which are finely embroidered ; and, in the 
place of ftays, they wear a thin waiitcoat 
that laces before. Above this is a cappota, 
much like our ladies capuchins, which 1s 
trimmed with gold or filver lace, and made 
large and loofe about the neck and fhouiders, 
in order to conceal upon oceafion the chin 
and mouth, ‘heir ears are adorned with 
large pendents, and their wrilts with brace- 
lets. They wear flippers with very narrow 
heels ; and their gowns, and almoft all their 
external apparel, are black; a colour they 
are extravagantly fond of. 


Tuese ladies are never permitted to 
walk abroad, except to mafs; and then on- 
ly in the company of three or four old wo- 
men, who are retained by the father, bro- 
ther, or hufband, as the guardians of female 
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honour. Nor. is this reftraint in the leaft 
alleviated by any innocent freedoms at home, 
where they might reafonably claim an equal | 
fhare of thofe tender focial delights, which 
are the trueft fweetners of human life, and 
which they feem completely qualified to re- 
lith and improve. 


TH 1s unaccountable feverity fhocked me 
exceedingly the moment I was witnefs to it: 
but reflecting, that it might be only the no- 
velty of the practice, and my own native 
prejudices in favour of its bleffed oppofite, 
that raifed this violent indignation in me, I 
fet myfelf very fagely to examine the fubject 
to the bottom. And the refult was, that 
nature, by the frame and conftitution of this 
moit exquifite of her productions, had in- 
vetted it with fuch peculiar and-unalienable 
rights, and that man’s moft refined focial 
happinefs depended fo much upon the per- 
fe&t exercife of thefe rights ; that the infringe- 
ment of them was equally an act of injuftice, — 
and an evidence of folly. Indeed, however 
high the pretenfions of Italy, Spain, and 
Portugal, may be, in other refpeéts, to po- 
litenefs and humanity, this arbitrary conduct 
towards their women, in every poffible light 
in which we can confider the motives to it, 

| is 


. Pye] 
is a fpecies of the loweft corruption and 


-barbarity. 


“WeLL now, am I not a ftout philofo- 
-pher? = In truth, the inquiry has fuggetted 
a train of new and ufeful thoughts, and you 
may tell Maria that I hope we fhall mutu- 
ally enjoy its happy fruits. 


THERE is nothing very peculiar in the 
drefs of the men, except that their coats are 
generally made of black cloth, notwithftand- 
ing its {carcity and high price ; that they 
never ftir from home without an enormous 
efpado in their hands, or under their arms, 
and a monftrous roccolet thrown carelefly 
over their fhoulders, which they profefs to 
wear in winter to defend them from the 
cold, and in fummer from the rays of the 
fun. 


Upon the moft cool and impartial review 
of the fate of this ifland, the commercial 
advantages of its. fituation, the temperature 
of the climate, the fertility of the foil; the 
variety and nature of its productions, which, 
in general,are fome of the moft falutary, and 
the moft pleafing to the fenfe; the romantic 
form of its external appearance, in which 
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hill, dale, wood, and water, have united all 
their beauties; in fhort, the aflemblage 
of every thing that can render the outward 
condition peculiarly happy: I could be 
induced to fix my refidence in it rather. 
than in any place which reading or travelling 
has yet brought to my knowledge. But 
then the focial principle would be facrificed, 
and man, asa benevolent and rational being, 
muft be wretched. This is a natural confe- 
quence of the manners and religion of the 
people, the manners of a fordid race of be- 
ings made worfe by their religion; for fu- 
perftition is carried here to the laft excefs of 
folly and barbarity, and the priefts, who 
are the loweft Iever knew, hold an abfolute 
fway over the confciences, the poffeffions, 
and the actions of the laity. 


My labours I fee are drawing near their 
period: for every thing I could urge in fup- 


‘port of this affertion is effectually fuperfeded 


by Mr Ovington’s* faithful account of this 
people, inferted in the relation of his voyage 
to Suratt, to which I refer you. You laugh, 
and fufpect that lazinefs has fuggefted this as 
an expedient for its relief; but read that part 

of 


* The obfervations in the account here mentioned are {0 
much to the purpofe, and wrote with fo mafterly a fpirit, that. 
it may not be improper to add a few extracts from it. 


: ee | 
of the book, which I affure you is ftrict- 
ly juft in point of character, and then deter- 
mine. If you perfift in laughing, why I 
muft join in the mirth; for I think I have 


acquitted myfelf admirably well for fo young 


a traveller. And therefore, without any 
further ceremony, I will conclude with af- 
furing you, that Iam, with the moft cor- 
dial -withes for your happinefs, and the wel- 
fare of your whole family, 


APRIL 7, 
1748, 


DEAR SIR, 
Your, &c. 
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f SHE fertility of this ifland is much a- 
# bated from what it was in the time 
of its firft plantation; and the prefent barren- 
nefs of much of the land,reminds the people 
of the growth of their vices, to which they 
ingenuoully afcribe it. Among which, their 
effeminate lewdnefs may very well ftand in 
the front of their accufations, which prevails 
not a little, even among thofe whofe dou- 
ble obligations, of chriftians and married 
perfons, fhould mightily deter them from 
that fin; efpecially confidering how they 
may fatisfy all their defires at home, and 
double their pleafures by their innocence. 
This inconftancy in the hufband encourages 
(tho’ it cannot legitimate) the fame levity 
in the wife, the weaknels of whofe fex 1s 
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not fo much proof againft the charms of al- | 
luring temptations. Therefore are the wo- 
men here as apt to defraud their hufbands, 
as the hufbands are to defraud their 
wives, and both equally kind to ftrangers, 
efpecially the women, whofe pronenefs that 
way,is more excited by their being cloiftered 
and kept in,and reftrained from all company. 


5% 
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ANnoTHER reafon that offers for their 
mutual infidelity, is the ignorance they have 
of each others perfonal humours, and unac- 
quaintance with their difpofitions before 
marriage, which fometimes is celebrated be- 
fore a mutual interview has preceded the 
engagement. Whereas a competent time | | 
of courtfhip, and frequent vifits, gives them 
fome infpe¢tion into each others genius and | 
inclinations, engages their mutual paffions | 
and good liking, by their conftant endear- ij 
ing prefents and conyerfation, which by de- 
erees unites their hearts, and ripens their | 
affections for a happy marriage. For which ‘ 
. purpofe it is practifed in fome parts of the 
| world, in the very minority of their chil- 
dren, who are engaged by contract at the | i, 
years of five or fix, as in the Indies, i 


DurineG our flay upon the ifland, a 
young gentleman of an advanced fortune, { 
| ef which 
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which was valued at fixty thoufand dollars, 
was engaged in the courtfhip of a lady of 
eight thoufand, and proceeded to marriage, 
without the opportunity of one fight of her 
before the folemnity, befides what was al- 


lowed. him the day before. He was then, 


as it happened, in the company of her bro- 
ther, and efpied thro’ a lattice two young 
ladies, and imagining one of them to be 
his miftrefs, was curious to enquire, whe- 
ther of them it was? To which he receiv- 


ed no more fatisfaction, than, “To mor- 


row, fir, is time enough for that.” 


I treating about marriage, their princi- 
pal enquiries are into the family and defcent 
of the courtier, for prevention of all occa- 
fions of the deteftable affinity with Moors 
and Jews, which among them are very nu- 
merous. ‘To join in matrimony with any 


of them, is efteemed a debafement of her 


lineage and extraction, efpecially in a wo- 
man that pretends to family and education, 
But the Englith merchant is on the other 
fide as reputable, and ftands as fair in their 
accounts; his very name makes way for 
his admittance, and incorporating into the 
beft families, efpecially if any equality ap- 
pears in his fortune ; for their fubtle cafuitts 

make 
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make fometimes an inequality of fortune a 
juft. plea for diflolving a contract. But 
then, alas! the Englifh merchant, if he 
marries, muft firft renounce his religion, 
and abandon the care of his foul, for the 
enjoyment of her in whom he delights. 
But that which much furprifed me, was 
the prohibition of an old gentlewoman, to 
the proceedings of a young pretender to her 
daughter, upon this account; becaufe the 
was informed of the health and foundnefs of 
his conftitution, of the moderation and cha- 
{tity of his manners, fo that he was never 
known to labour under any venereal difeafe, 
which fhe concluded to arife only from the 
weaknefs of his'conftitution; for it feems 
fhe prefumed there was no need of the re~ 
ftraints of confcience for fo genial an offence, 
the committing of which, in her opinion, 
was meritorious, . ats | 


» Twe exécrable fin of murder has gained. 
too not only an impunity but reputation a- 
mong them, and it is made the characterif- 
tic of any gentleman of rank or fafhion, to 
have dipt his hands in blood. To this. 
they frequently are obnoxious, and readily. 
incline, by reafon of the eafy recourfe they 
have to their churches, which fhelter them 
from.any procefs, and are met with at every 
turn. 
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turn. Thefe chriftians are as licentious in 
commiting this crime, as remifsin infliGing 
due penalties for it, and indulge the guilt of 
it, even beyond what the Almighty did the 
Jews, though it is voluntary, by {paring the 
criminal, if he can lay hold of the horns of 
the altar; and make banifhment or confine- 
ment his utmoft penalty, both which by a 
large prefent are bought off, 


Tuer numbers of their clergy increafe 
here, as well as in other popith countries, 
even to the oppreffion of the laity, with 
whom they feem to vie for multitude. It is 
{carce imaginable, how fo many rich eccle- 
aftics can be fupported by the labours of fo 
few people, But to abate this wonder, they 
tellus, that none of their nation is admitted 
to the prieft-hood, who is not poffefsed 
of fome patrimony, to avoid burden to the 
church. They are totally averfe here from 
admitting any into facred orders, whofe 
originals are either Jews or Moors, and yet 
this caution is not obferved by them at 
St Jaques, where native Africans: officiate as 
priefts. 


Tue Jefuits, among all the reft of their 


orders, are the only men in fupream repute, 
which 
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which they afpire to by the eafy abfolutions 
of their penitents, and pretenfions to ftricter 
fanétity, and a more unblemifhed character, 
than the reft of the orders. For this end, 
they clofely conceal from public notice all 
the enormities and irregularities of their 
order; and all their failures, but what are 
legible in their ignorance, which was fo re- 
markable, that fcarce one in three of thofe 
I converfed with underftood Latin. If any 
delinquent is expelled the convent, his faults 
are ftifled and kept as fecret as confeftion, 
left the noife of them among vulgar” ears 
fhould fcandaloufly reflect upon their focie- 
ty, and diminifh that veneration they fo zea- 
loufly affe&. And the only anfwer which 
js vouchfafed to any querift, for the reafon 
of their expulfion, is, ‘ He was unworthy 
‘of our fociety”. This is a maxim worthy 
the wifdom of that order, and the imitation 
of all others, and highly juftifies the prudent 
concealment of fuch mens’ faults, whofe ex- 
amples might eminently {candalize any kind 
of profetfion. 


Near the Jefuits chapel is a certain 
hofpital, much frequented by the natives, 
erected for the entertainment and cure of 
fuch as have {marted for their feminine 
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pleafures; whofe miferable fpectacles are fo 
ghaftly and frightful, that were there no- 
thing of future punifhment,thefe only might 
very well curb men in their higheft career 
to thofe foul fins. Among the reft of the 
female penitents, we efpied one near the 
altar, weeping bitterly, with a forrowful de- 
jected‘countenance, and in deep anguith of 
Heart. This fight produced fomething of 
the fame melancholy effects upon us, till I 
recovered myfelf at the hopes I had of her 
happy condition, which fuch floods of tears 
feemed to promife. Had all the reft evi- 
denced the like forrow and concern fhe did, 
this infamous fociety (for aught I know) 
had been the moft honourable upon the 
ifland. But their meafures herein are very 
unequal, for a modeit falute is an offence 
infufferable, whilft this abominable vice ma- 
ny of them fcarce ftand to parly with. 


TuHetr churches are moft commonly 
made ufe of for repofitories of their dead, 
in the interment of whom they mix ftore 
of lime with the earth, to-haften the con-. 
fumption of the corps, by whofe fudden 
mouldering away, upon this account, there 
4s room made within a fortnight for a freth 
“funeral. To fignalize their refpet for the 
a deceafed 
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deceafed, the corps is curioufly trimmied and 
adorned, as a faint emblem of its glorious 
and triumphant refurreCtion, in imitation of 
the wife king, who buried with his royal 
father an invaluable treafure. 


But as their church allows no charita- 
ble thoughts to the fouls of heretics, fo does 
it forbid all kindnefs to their dead bodies, 
and profecutes the Englifh that die there, 
with more inexorable hatred, than what 
they fhew to the carcafles of beaits and 
birds, which may find a refting place on 
fhore, and) quietly remain upon common 
ground; both which are ftricly forbid the 
Englith, who are caft into the fea, and com- 
mitted to the waves.. And, accordingly, an 
Englith merchant falling fick of a fudden di- 
ftemper, at Maprira, was unfortunately 
carried off by it; which moved the reft of 
our nation that were there, to contrive for 
his decent interment. And. therefore, left 
a public burial might expofe him to the 
rage of the people, or the clergy’s indignas 
tion, they concluded to depofit him among 
the rocks, in order to his better conceals 


ment. But the rocks were unable to fhel- 


ter him from their tyranny, which was ex- 
ercifed upon hiny in this barbarous manner > 
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they dragged him from the place where he 
lay, up and down the ifland, and expofed 
him to the contempt of the inhabitants, till 
they threw him into thé ocean. This in- 
humanity, which ts carried even beyond the 
erave, is propagated as far as their planta- 
tions in the Eaft; where if any Proteftant 
chance to die among the nation of the Por- 
‘tugueze, no place is allowed for his recep- 
tion, nor vile enough for his fepulchre, but 
the very corps of a rank heretic annoys 
the dominions of a catholic country, tho’ 
it were buried under ground. And yet a 
powerful fum of money, which is faid to 
blind the world, prevailed to open the eyes 
of the priefts intellectuals in this very cafe , 
for thus they ftated the difficulty concerning 
an Englifh child, which had been clandef- 
tinely interred there; that if it were imme- 
diately taken up, and then baptized after 
their manner, and fo made a member of 
their church, it might be admitted among 
their dead. ‘This conclufion was approved 
of as canonical, for the child was baptized, 
buried after their manner, and depofited 
where it was taken up. 


Tue canons of the cathedral church, 
which ftands about the midft of the city, are 


as 
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as exquifite in their contrivance for their 
eafe, as the others were for burying money, 
The conftitutions of their church oblige 
their attendance at prayers by four o’clock 
in the morning: but becaufe fuch early ri- 
fing is very troublefome, efpecially to cor- 
pulent men, therefore they agrec, that the 
clock fhall never in the morning ftrike four, 
till it really be five ; and order its motions 
by this method, always an hour or fo flower 
than the fun, that they may punctually in- 
dulge their own repofe, by this mock obe- 
dience to.the orders of their church, 


Yet how negligent foever they may 
appear in this inftance, they all pretend a 
mighty zeal for their faith, efpecially in the 
meritorious converfion of any ftranger, upon 
which we fufpeéted they had been too in- 
tent, by the lofs we had of fome few of our 
men, whom no fearch could difcover to us. 


The Jefuits we conjectured muft be concern- 


ed in it, becaufe their love for the caufe 1s 
generally more flaming than that of the other 
orders among them ; and therefore we re- 
- folved upon addreffing to the governor for 
demanding an enquiry after them in the 
college of the Jefuits: but we found his 
power could not reach it. The time grew 
on that we muft depart, and we were much 
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concerned to leave our men, when we were 
engaged to fet fail, becaufe the want of them 
on board might be very prejudicial in a 
tedious voyage, Our commander, therefore, 
having got without gun-fhot of their citadels, 
manned out his pinnace with twelve or four- 
teen hands, well provided with {words and 
fire arms, and appointed them to row 
along the fhore, to apprehend, if poffible,. 


| ee few of their fifhers, to fupply the 


places of our failors, As they cruifed along, 
they met by chance. with another prize, 
az, a comely abbot and a vicar, coming 
up to Funchal from the country in a boat. 
They were ftrangely furprifed, to find 
themfelves unexpectedly taken, and pirated 
by a boat’s crew ; but much more con- 
cerned, when we told them they mutt bid 
farewel to all their friends and feftivities at 
Mapzira, and imbarque with us in an In- 
dian voyage, or at leaft remain our prifoners 
on board till the Jefuits reftered our men on 
fhore, The thought of this amazed and 
{truck them with confufion, and forced from 
their breaft many a groan and figh, for 
their forrow feemed to furpafs its expreffion 
by any tears, And yet they were not fo 
far loft in. this confternation of mind, but 
that they kept within limits of reflection, 

and 
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and recollecting a method for their releafe, 
Therefore tuey fpeeded an exprefs to the 
governor, and patfionately implored him, for 
the fake of God, and the virgin Mary, to 
bethink himfelf of fome project for their 
liberty, for which their prayers fhould con- 
tinually afcend for his deliverance from fuch 
difafters, And our commander valuing his 
failors above the priefts, directed a letter to 
the Englifh conful on fhore. 


Tuts epiftle was no fooner received and 
read, but the whole place was in an uproar 
about their priefts ; either their priefts muft 
be returned, or all the Englifh muft fuffer 
for it, This ftartled the Englifh merchants 
on fhore, and awakened their care of con- 
triving fome means for their fafety ; for they 
perceived the inraged multitude, who ftood 
upon the ftrand, would not be pacified 
without them. And therefore left our com- 
mander fhould prove inexorable,and ferioufly 
refolved upon what he writ, the Englifh 
merchants brought along with them money 
for a voyage, after they had prevailed to get 
on board, For they durft nor return with- 
out their priefts ; and they knew not where 
the voyage wouldend., After their difficult 
paflage on board, they related the confufion 
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the place was in, and how tumultuous the 
people had fuddenly grown, upon the ac- 
count of the detention of their priefts; and 
how they were upon the bank of the fea, re- 
peating their exclamations, Our Padres! 
Our Padres! A fudden Joy fprung up in the 
faces of the priefts upon the fight of our 
Englith merchants, from whom they af- 
fured themfelves of fome relief, and releafe 
from the confinement they were under ; 
and with forrowful accents reprefented to 
them the unhappy minute they fet forwards 
for Funchal; but withal, the hopes they had 
that their coming on board would prove 
favourable to their misfortune, The com- 
mander, who heard all this, reflecting up-_ 
on the extreme inconvenience attending the 
Englith upon this occafion, refolved to fend 
them all on fhore, to remove that difturbance 
which he faw was otherwife unavoidable ; 
for he thought the priefts would be as ufe- 
lefs to him at fea, as they commonly are at 
land, and a burden to either element ; and 
fo difmifsed them all to their great fatisfac- 
tion. 


Arter this we ftood off from fhore, 
and, without any ceremonious adieu, either 
to the governor or the fort, left the ifland, 

For 


Porat: 

For it is eafier to depart, than to be admitted 
into the harbour: becaufe when any fhip 
arrives there, two or three of the inquifitors, 
who wear the facred garb, are fent to ex- 
amine it about any ficknefs, or other ob- 
jection, which might hinder the liberty of 
trafic ; not fuffering any failor’s fetting 
his foot on fhore, till they pronounce the 
fhip healthful. | 


In our way we were entertained with an 
unufual profpect, which to frefh navigators 
was very divertive ; it was feveral winged 
fith, which took flight in the air, while their 
finns were moift, but dropt into the ocean 
as foon as they grew dry, and thereby 
unactive, Their wings are always {pread 
while they move in the air, where they 
fometimes fuftain themfelves the fpace of a 
furlong. When they drop into the ocean, 
the watchful dolphins are generally ready 
to devour them, whofe {wiftnefs in the wa- 
ter equals almoft the flight of the others in 
the air. And as timorous animalsat land feek 
for fhelter from men, when they find them- 
felves in apparent danger from a mercilefs 
perfecutor ; fo the flying fifth will betake 
themfelves to our fhips, and fall upon our 
decks and fhrouds, upon a hot purfuit of 
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the deftructive dolphin. Here likewife w 
were afftighted with a tornado, which, with- 
out care and fpeedy handing of our fails, 


might have endangered our fhip. It came 


fuddenly, without any previous figns of its 
approach, till a quarter of an hour before it 
came. Itis a violent furprifing ftorm of 
rain and wind ; and that which adds to ren- 
der it more formidable, is its unexpected 
rife? at fuch times as the weather is fedate 
and temperate ; but its precipitant motion 
renders it lefs tedious, being as foon a dying, 
as it is fhort in its growth and increafe. 
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